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Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev Ji

It was in the scorching summers of
1606 that the epistle of peace,
composer of divine verses, propagator
and believer in equality for all, editor of
Shri Guru Granth Sahib Ji and the
architect of Sri Harmandar Sahib was
brutally tortured to death in an
indescribable and unutterable manner
at the behest of Mughal Emperor
Jehangir. This brutality was unleashed
on this messiah of peace as Sikhism
was spreading far and wide, as the Holy
Granth gave the message of universal
brotherhood and love, was seen as a
serious threat and did not go well with
the Mughal Empire.

The martyrdom of Guru Arjun Dev Ji
shocked the Sikhs and they resolved
that they would not take it lying down.
The result on one hand was the
challenge to authoritarianism and on
the other this also started the long
tradition of sacrifices and martyrdom
in the history of Sikhism.
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